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Welcome to Fall. As I write this on a beautiful Fall 
day, the wind is calm, it’s sunny and the trees are 
very colorful.  It’s hard to believe that Covid in 
Alberta is at it’s worst since the start almost two 
years ago.   
We have been holding our monthly executive 
meetings via ZOOM video conferencing and had 
hoped by this Fall that General meetings could 
start up again, but unfortunately this is not the case.  
We are still hopeful for a Christmas luncheon meeting.  The Chateau Nova is following 
AHS rules and guidelines which includes proof of vaccine or a negative test less than 72 
hours prior. 

We have been sending some items of interest out to our membership that have shared 
their email address and we encourage everyone to keep this up to date with Peter Treloar 
or Butch Whiteman.  Since our Newsletter is only sent out three times a year, email is our 
only means of communication with the membership.  Please consider sharing your 
address so that you can receive any information that we send out. The Newsletter is 
expensive to print and mail and with Covid restrictions, it is putting an extra strain on 
the executive to process. A big thank you to those that have chosen email as I believe we 
have close to one thousand members signed up.  Also, thanks to Butch Whiteman for 
maintaining our email list and sending out any items of interest. 

Members have been inquiring about the Santa Train, Waterpark, etc.  To our knowledge, 
nothing has been planned as employees are still working from home and those on the 
property are required to social distance. It looks like vaccines for employees, contractors 
and customers may be mandatory this fall. 

We have been keeping in touch with our National Executive by email and Zoom until our 
next annual Directors’ Meeting which is slated for two days mid-November via conference 
call.  I will be participating as one of your three Mountain Region Reps with Blake Olsen 
and Dennis Jensen. 

Stay safe! 
Al Vodden 

President’s  
Message 

Mouﾐtaiﾐ Regioﾐ SIholarship ヲヰヲヱ WINNERS 

Our Mountain Region Committee completed their evaluation of the 2021 applicants. Big thanks to Mary McLaughlin, 
Mike Englehart, Tony Duhaime and Gordon Wheatley for their due diligence and hard work.  
We had 28 candidates again this year compared to a 2019 pre pandemic year of 54. Again, candidates from every corner 
of BC/AB. With that lower number, our task of finding the “very best 5” out of an excellent group is a little more 
difficult. We had to reject 4, one due to a non-member grandfather (who now is!), one not eligible due to low marks and 
two who failed to provide the proper/sufficient information.  
Congratulations to our winners, Alan Ogaranko grandson of Murray W. McMillan, Jillian Aisenstat granddaughter of 
Valerie E. Covey, Kassandra Noel Vandermeer granddaughter of Robert Fallowfield , Grace Hannah Kemp 
granddaughter of Gerald Hugh Spence and James Price great-grandson of IvanJ. Bud Clark. 
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Your E┝eIui┗e 

President 

Al Vodden, (780) 489-7027 

alvodden@gmail.com 

Vice President 

Bruce Macdonald 

Recording Secretary 

Mary Jean Strachan 

maryjeanstrachan@shaw. 

Treasurer 

Chris Randall (780) 430-8680 

jwrandall@shaw.ca 

Membership Secretary 

Peter Treloar (587) 338-6014 

petertre76@gmail.com 

Directors at Large 

Butch Whiteman (780) 438-

1600 

bwhiteman@shaw.ca 

Antoni (Tony) Andrzejewski 

(780) 487-3964 

andrze@telus.net 

Andy Novak (780) 456-7289 

a.d.novak@shaw.ca 

Diana Novak (780) 456-7289 

a.d.novak@shaw.ca 

Sandra Barnes (780) 425-0868 

barnessg@shaw.ca 

John Wiebe (780) 460-9202 

jjwiebe2@gmail.com 

Auditor 

Joe English (780) 458-7691 

jefco@telusplanet.net 

Railroaders in the park 

Hello to all! I am Ken King, retired CN conductor/locomotive 
engineer.  I hired out of Mirror, Alberta, in August of 1981 
and retired out of Edmonton’s Walker Yard in April 2019.  I 
could be described as still having an ‘uncommon passion’ for 
railroading – even in my post-career days! 

At any rate, in June 2021, I saw an online post from retired 
CN locomotive engineer/supervisor John Armstrong (Walker 
Yard and Prince George, BC).  The post was looking for 
retired rails, who would be interested in helping operate 
Fort Edmonton Park’s passenger steam train operations.  
Roughly twelve retired CN pensioners answered the request 

and those chosen were trained and qualified for various positions of either 
locomotive engineer, conductor or ‘guide’ 
prior to the Park’s July 1st opening day: 
• John Reynolds 
• Bob Ballantyne 
• Mike Johnson 
• Rob McCaffrey 
• Stan Plociennik 
• Craig Berry 
• Nigel Hudson 
• Rob Crawford 
• Rob Damur 
• James Harvey Kelly 
• Mike Tabachniuk 
• Robert Betz 
• Leslie Lukan  
• and yours truly.  
Special note to Gordon Gale, who was 
retained as a guide from the previous train 
operations at Fort Edmonton.  

Both John Armstrong and retired Jasper/
Walker Yard ESO/locomotive engineer John 
Reynolds were instrumental in our crew having 
a successful inaugural season at Fort 
Edmonton Park.  Hats off to these gents for a ‘job’ well done!  Personally, I 
really enjoyed working the guide’s position, and I look forward to participating 
in this fun project when Fort Edmonton Park reopens next Victoria Day long 

weekend in May 2022.   

Ken King 

RoH Daﾏuヴ, Goヴdoﾐ Gale & 
Cヴaig Beヴヴ┞  

Keﾐ Kiﾐg aﾐd RoH 
MICafヴe┞  
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CN Peﾐsioﾐers’ Help Liﾐe 

For questions regarding your pension or rail 

pass and to report contact information 

including change of address, power of attorney 

or death involving a CN pensioner, please call 

CN Pension Administration at  1-800-361-0739. 

Have your CN PIN (SRB) number handy.  These changes 

should also be reported to Peter Treloar 587-338-6014.  

Pensions Administration does not pass along pensioner 

information to the RailVets so please report any changes Peter.  

E┗a Radulski 
Eva Radulski, widow of Walter Radulski who worked on the CNR for over 30 years (Eva’s 
dad, Joseph also worked on the CNR for over 30 years) in celebration of her 100th 
birthday on May 5, 2021. Eva was born in Lucerne BC. She lived in a number of places in 
Alberta, eventually moving to Edmonton in the 1930’s during the depression. She married 
her late husband after his return from WW2. They had seven children; Richard, Theresa, 
Pat, Rita, Dorothy, Raymond and Lorraine. She enjoys the visits with her children, 
grandchildren and her great grandchildren while living in the Providence Care Centre in 
Calgary. Eva celebrated her birthday outside on the Providence patio, with her family, 
which was her first time in the outdoors in 19 months because of the Covid restrictions. 
The celebration also included tributes from the Calgary Police and Fire Dept. in drive-bys 
with their sirens marking the event as the Providence residents took in the view.  

ViItoria Deagle  
In celebration of her 100th birthday on May 21, 2021, the CN Pensioners crystal 
was presented to Victoria Deagle . Victoria was born in Raycroft, Alberta and 
moved to Edmonton at the age of 16 to pursue a career in retail fashion and 
hairstyling. She met her late husband Russell and had two children John and 
Shirley. She enjoys her visits with her six grandchildren and her seven great 
grandchildren and marvels at the changes she has experienced over the past 
century. She has a passion for life, gardens, and the Edmonton Oilers. She remains 
living independently and has a close network of friends and family who helped her 
celebrate with a COVID friendly drive by parade on her birthday. 
(Pictured: Victoria Deagle and Brian Darkes) 

Bell Doﾐaioﾐ 

Cliff Gervais, a CN 
pensioner, has donated a 
beautiful brass diesel 
locomotive bell formerly 
displayed at the old NAR 
headquarters/CN training 
centre on St. Albert Trail. 
Cliff brought the bell out, 
fittingly, on NAR day on 
Aug. 2. Thanks for the 
beautiful donation.  

Αヰth ┘eddiﾐg aﾐﾐi┗ersar┞ 

In honour of Art and Dorris Rowe’s 70th wedding anniversary on September 3rd, 
Gordon Wheatley of Victoria (on the right in the picture) presented Art with 
flowers on behalf of Edmonton RailVets.  Dorris is now living in long-term care 
at Saanich Peninsula Hospital where Art and his family later celebrated their 
anniversary. 
Art worked for 33 years with the NAR and finished his career with CN in 
Edmonton; after 54 years living in Edmonton he and Dorris later moved to 
Victoria to be closer to their four children and joined the Victoria local chapter. 
Art was “Mr. Encyclopedia” (quote from his boss) and the expert go-to person for 
all NAR employee and pensioner information; he served on the Edmonton 
RailVets executive for a short time before moving to Victoria. 



Page 4 Fall 2021 

 

Βヵ Years Old 

Donavon G. Miller Jun 10 

Roger Walker Jun 21 

Ernest Callihoo Jun 28 

Pat Bashuk Jul 1 

Janet Knievel Jul 5 

Michael P. Oshanek Jul 12 

Louie Cardinal Jul 14 

Sophie Buga Jul 22 

George Harris Jul 25 

Roland K. Moir Jul 26 

Eldon Samis Aug 1 

Moe Mahendran Aug 17 

Joseph E Boychuk Aug 18 

Frank Hajjar Aug 18 

Nellie H. Couling Aug 22 

Beverly Bunten Aug 25 

Mary Soltis Aug 26 

Mary Shinkaruk Aug 27 

Delbert G. Mitchell Aug 29 

John Bielefeld Sep 8 

Lilliam Lischewski Sep 16 

Beverley Thomson Sep 16 

Patrick T Ebenezer Sep 20 

Lorraine Duliba Sep 22 

Stan Horodyski Sep 23 

Ernest Lindstrom Sep 30 

John Yakowchuk Oct 4 

Bob Pampu Oct 4 

Sylvia McGinley Oct 21 

Joyce Krotowich Oct 22 

Ishee Mouallem Oct 26 

Roy Schneider Oct 31 

Γヰ Years Old 

Josephine C. Salagay Jun 17 

Loretta June Edgarson Jun 25 

Walter Boston Jun 27 

Anne Kawchuk Jul 6 

Pat Mastre Jul 10 

William J. Rupert Jul 25 

F. Edward Locke Jul 31 

Laura J. Noga Aug 8 

Rita M. Shumka Aug 12 

Larry D. Nisbet Aug 22 

Merle L. Shockey Aug 28 

Robert O. Johnson Aug 30 

Nelson Roberts Sep 7 

Phyllis Kathleen Cairns Sep 8 

Valentine Poldama Sep 14 

Jacqueline Ball Sep 14 

William G. Gordon Sep 17 

David G. McMinn Sep 22 

Abdul Walji Sep 28 

Joseph Samide Oct 11 

Jose M. Cabral Oct 25 

Isobel Barrie Oct 25 

Anne Allison Oct 29 

Γヵ Years Old 

John Hawreschuk Jun 26 

Nina Ible Jul 10 

Violet James Jul 22 

Joe L. Rosen Jul 27 

Joan Hanasyk Aug 4 

William Kos Aug 11 

Almanzar Michaud Aug 24 

David E. Quilley Aug 30 

Lillian L. Hawreschuk Sep 1 

Joe Romaniuk Sep 8 

Margaret McKenzie Sep 10 

Matthew G. Kohut Sep 12 

Michael Kruper Sep 19 

A. Jim Dove Sep 20 

George Kuziw Sep 28 

Jack P. Fulks Oct 26 

ヱヰヰ Years Old 

M. Glynn Lyons Sep 21 

ヵヰ Years Married 

William & Dianne Wakaruk Jul 3 

Tarlochan & Gurshinder Gill Jul 11 

Roger & Diane Morin Jul 17 

Russ & Dorothy Mikolayenko Jul 31 

Ernie & Shirley Platz Jul 31 

Michael & Patricia Lovallo Aug 21 

Dwayne & Carol Murray Aug 28 

Robert G. & Susan Speare Aug 28 

Gerald J. & Shawna Jober Oct 2 

D'Arcy & Lesley Anne Brown Oct 7 

John & Florence Laux Oct 15 

Marian & Anna Marion Zajac Oct 23 

ヶヰ Years Married 

Albert & Victoria Rokovetsky Jun 3 

Louis & Pauline Morin Jul 3 

Robert V. & Gloria Beghin Jul 22 

Robert O. & Marion Johnson Aug 15 

Myrna R. & Oscar Coyle Aug 19 

Raymond & Fay Knight Sep 23 

John & Shirley Magyar Sep 25 

Hassan & Afifeh Smiley Sep 25 

Rose & Edward Yanitski Sep 30 

Αヰ Years Married 

Mike & Lillian Kulmatycki Jun 2 

Mark A. & Sue Stumph Oct 20 

MILESTONES  Juﾐe ヲヰヲヱ-OItoHer ヲヰヲヱ 

Don Anderson 
Geraldine Anderson 
Shirley Andreeff 
Frank Arsenault 
Gertrude Barilla 
Sandy Barwell 
Lorne Bourke 

Larry Breitkreitz 
Larry Breton 
Gord Brooks 
Wilf Bruckmann 
Mary Buba 
Brent Chorneyko 
Eva Dixon 

Darren Gagan 
Graeme Grundy 
Kevin Hermer 
Curt Kazakoff 
Dale Kluk 
Robert Martin 
Sylvie Michaud  

Ken Roberts 
Duane Rossi 
Burna Tanguay 
Judy Wagler 
Shirley B. Yamkowy 

Ne┘ MeﾏHers SiﾐIe Ma┞ ヲヰヲヱ 
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George W. (Bill) Astley Asst. General Supt. Equipment 
Harold Craig Atkey Jct. Facilities Examiner, Edmonton 
Ted  Bartoszewski  Engineer, Jasper 
Agnes Amelia  Bobowik Widow of Walter, Roadmaster, 

Edmonton 
Wayne Chromik Manager, Engineering, Mornville 
Maxine Creighton Widow of John, Locomotive Engineer,  

Edmonton 
Myrtle Delmage Widow of William, Engineer, 

Edmonton 
Antoinette Demetz Widow of Howard 
Marten Devries Locomotive Engineer, Edmonton 
Sohanlall Dewnandan Welder, Edmonton 
Lyle Dirk Brakeman, Edmonton 
Dwain Everett Senior Administration Clerk Walker 

Yard, Edmonton 
Robert A. Flint Sr. Fleet Officer - Automotive 
Audree Goring Widow of Robert 
John A. Grassick  Conductor, Jasper 
Rick Howard Senior Administration Clerk- Walker 

Yard 
Frances  Johnson Widow of Harry, Electrician, Calder 
Richard Jordan Conductor/Rules, Edmonton 
Theodore Karall Assistant Supt. Plant Maintenance 
Ethel Ruth Keefe Widow of George, Area Operations 

Manager, Edmonton 
Helmond Klut Locomotive Engineer, Edmonton 
Dwight Landon Conductor, Mirror 
Jean Langard Widow of Arthur, Machinist Helper, 

Edmonton 
Robert Levreault Crew Dispatcher 

Helen Iva Linden  
Sally Majcher Widow of Theodore, Welding 

Supervisor, Edmonton 
Fred Matwychuk Asst. Chief Train Dispatcher, 

Edmonton 
Michael Mckeever Extra Gang Foreman MTN Region 
Beverley Pelechosky  
Maria Pienig Widow of ???, Track Foreman, 

Terrace BC 
Ulrich Schneider 
Wayne Smith Conductor, Jasper 
Nathalia Sus  
Shen Tsen Machinist Calder 
Lynne Williams ASC Edmonton 
Gordon Worsfold Work Equipment Clerk 

We send our sympathies  on news of the deaths of the 
following members’ spouses 

Helen Mahoney Wife of Denis, Supervisor 
Telecommunications,  Edmonton 

Jean Arleene Plaquin   Wife of  Wife of Bernie Customer 
Serv. Rep.,  Edmonton 

Gail(Patricia) Sharek  Wife of Walter, Truck Driver,  
Edmonton 

Doris Hazel Wirstiuk Wife of Orest, Signal Maintainer, 
Evansburg  

Meeiﾐg Iﾐforﾏaioﾐ 

Because of safety concerns, health restrictions and Covid numbers all general meetings - including our December 
Christmas dinner - will be considered on a month-to-month basis and are likely to be cancelled until next year; our 
October luncheon has been cancelled. Advice regarding our general meetings will be sent out monthly to those with 
email, asking them to help spread the word to those members without email.  For those without email access, if in doubt 
about our general meetings contact a member who has email or an executive member for information. 
During this time the executive will continue to meet by zoom to deal with pension, benefits and other matters of interest 
to our membership. 
Over the past year and a half Covid restrictions and health safety has also prevented the executive from getting 
together to prepare the mail-out version of our newsletter.  We all owe a big “thank-you” to executive members Diana 
and Andy Novak for volunteering to stamp, stuff and seal envelopes and to Editor Peter Treloar for envelope labels, 
arrangements with and pick-up from the printers and delivery to the post office.  Mail-out versions number 
approximately 1400 members … it’s a huge undertaking to get our newsletters in the mail!  
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CNPA Mouﾐtaiﾐ Regioﾐ 

 Peﾐsioﾐ & Health Care – Blake Olsoﾐ Fall ヲヰヲヱ Update  
CN Peﾐsioﾐ Coﾏﾏitee  
The CN Peﾐsioﾐ Ioﾏﾏitee ﾏet oﾐ SepteﾏHeヴ ヲヲ, ヲヰヲヲ – While this ﾏeeiﾐg ┘as iﾐteﾐded to He iﾐ Saskatooﾐ, due to Co┗id-ヱ9, it ┘as 
Viヴtual. Regulaヴ ﾏeﾏHeヴs oﾐl┞ ateﾐded. As is usual, theヴe aヴe ﾐo AItuaヴial oヴ CN Iﾐ┗estﾏeﾐt Di┗isioﾐ updates at this ﾏeeiﾐg. We aヴe 
ﾐo┘ sIheduled to ﾏeet iﾐ Saskatooﾐ iﾐ Sept. ヲヰヲヲ, iﾐIludiﾐg a sessioﾐ ┘ith loIal peﾐsioﾐeヴs.  
• CN E┝eIui┗e Seaﾐ Fiﾐﾐ – ヴe┗ie┘ed the ヴeIeﾐt iﾐiiai┗es ヴelated to the aggヴessi┗e pヴoposed Hid aIケuisiioﾐ foヴ the Kaﾐsas Cit┞ 

Southeヴﾐ RR ふKCSぶ. The US - SuヴfaIe Tヴaﾐspoヴtaioﾐ Boaヴd ふSTBぶ rejeIted the CN / KCS ヴeケuest foヴ a ┗oiﾐg tヴust, ┘hiIh allo┘s 
tヴaﾐsfeヴ of Ioﾐtヴol ┘hile the STB is ヴe┗ie┘iﾐg the ﾏeヴgeヴ aﾐd ヴelated ヴeケuiヴeﾏeﾐts. As a ヴesult, the KCS Boaヴd deIided to ヴejeIt the 
CN ﾏeヴgeヴ agヴeeﾏeﾐt aﾐd ┘eﾐt ┘ith CP. The pヴioヴ CP/KCS ﾏeヴgeヴ agヴeeﾏeﾐt ┗oiﾐg tヴust had alヴead┞ Heeﾐ appヴo┗ed H┞ the STB. As 
a ヴesult, KCS paid CN a $ヱ.ヴB ﾏeヴgeヴ Hヴeakup fee. CN deIided ﾐot to eﾐhaﾐIe its Hid foヴ KCS. O┗eヴ the ﾐe┝t ┞eaヴ oヴ so, the STB ┘ill 
stud┞ the KCS/CP ﾏeヴgeヴ. This iﾐIludes iﾐput fヴoﾏ Iustoﾏeヴs, state go┗eヴﾐﾏeﾐts, Uﾐioﾐs aﾐd otheヴ ヴailヴoads.  • Seaﾐ Fiﾐﾐ also Hヴiel┞ e┝plaiﾐed the aggヴessi┗e appヴoaIh CN is ﾐo┘ takiﾐg to dヴi┗e pヴoduIi┗it┞, opeヴaiﾐg eiIieﾐI┞ aﾐd ﾏaﾐage 
Iosts. This is to ヴestoヴe CN as the pヴeﾏieヴ ヴail┘a┞ iﾐ Noヴth AﾏeヴiIa  

• Stepheﾐ Co┗e┞ – Chief of PoliIe & SeIuヴit┞ spoke aHout CN’s Rail┘a┞ Safet┞ Week iﾐiiai┗es eﾐdiﾐg Sept. ヲヶ  
• We ヴe┗ie┘ed aﾐd appヴo┗ed the last ヴ ﾏoﾐths of ﾐe┘ ヴeiヴees aﾐd disIussed ┗aヴious uﾐusual Iases  
• We e┗aluated the peヴfoヴﾏaﾐIe of Plaﾐ adﾏiﾐistヴatoヴ Moヴﾐeau Shepell ふ┘hiIh is ﾐo┘ Ialled Life Woヴksぶ as e┝Ielleﾐt  • I ヴepoヴted eaヴlieヴ this ┞eaヴ oﾐ a ヴe┗ie┘ of Peﾐsioﾐ Plaﾐ sol┗eﾐI┞ e┗aluaioﾐ ヴules H┞ the go┗eヴﾐﾏeﾐt OiIe of the Supeヴiﾐteﾐdeﾐt 

FiﾐaﾐIial Iﾐsituioﾐs ふOFSIぶ. CN had takeﾐ a stヴoﾐg posiioﾐ ┘ith OFSI aﾐd theiヴ pヴoposed ヴegulaioﾐs oﾐ ho┘ Ieヴtaiﾐ IalIulaioﾐs oﾐ 
liaHiliies aﾐd assessﾏeﾐts aヴe peヴfoヴﾏed. Follo┘iﾐg CN’s ヴeIoﾏﾏeﾐdaioﾐs this suﾏﾏeヴ, OFSI has ヴe┗ised theiヴ appヴoaIh ┘hiIh is 
posii┗e aﾐd aIIoヴdiﾐgl┞ ヴeduIes ┘hat Iould ha┗e had a ﾐegai┗e alHeit ﾏiﾐoヴ iﾏpaIt to the PLAN. Ouヴ Plaﾐ is ┗eヴ┞ solid aﾐd ┘ell 
ﾏaﾐaged.  

• The FULL Ioﾏﾏitee ┘ill agaiﾐ ﾏeet ┗iヴtuall┞ iﾐ ﾏid No┗eﾏHeヴ, ┘hiIh ┘ill iﾐIlude aﾐ Iﾐ┗estﾏeﾐt/FiﾐaﾐIial update. Both Maヴ┞ 
MILaughliﾐ ふalteヴﾐateぶ aﾐd ﾏ┞self ┘ill ateﾐd.  • As a side iteﾏ, ┘e Ioﾐiﾐue to ヴe┗ie┘ a tヴaiﾐiﾐg paIkage foヴ ﾐe┘ aﾐd Iuヴヴeﾐt Coﾏﾏitee ﾏeﾏHeヴs desigﾐed to iﾏpヴo┗e aﾐd Ilaヴif┞ 
Plaﾐ pヴo┗isioﾐs aﾐd ヴeケuiヴeﾏeﾐts  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

CNPA Health Care Coﾏﾏitee ふHCCぶ ﾏeets t┘iIe a ┞eaヴ. Oﾐ SepteﾏHeヴ ヱヶ, the ヴegulaヴ & Alteヴﾐate Regioﾐal ヴepヴeseﾐtai┗es as 
┘ell as the CNPA pヴesideﾐt ﾏet ┗iヴtuall┞. The CNPA Health Care Plaﾐ is solel┞ ﾏaﾐaged H┞ the CNPA Health Caヴe Coﾏﾏitee ﾏeﾏHeヴs. 
The Plaﾐ is full┞ fuﾐded Ioﾏpletel┞ fヴoﾏ the ヲヲ,ヰヰヰ paヴiIipaﾐt’s pヴeﾏiuﾏs ┘hiIh total aHout $ヲヰM aﾐﾐuall┞. Mouﾐtaiﾐ Regioﾐ 
Ioﾏﾏitee ﾏeﾏHeヴs aヴe Blake Olsoﾐ aﾐd MiIhael PetヴesIu ふalteヴﾐateぶ. Blake also Ihaiヴs the ﾐaioﾐal Ioﾏﾏitee.  
As usual, at this aﾐﾐual SepteﾏHeヴ HCC ﾏeeiﾐg, ┘e look pヴiﾏaヴil┞ at the pヴe┗ious Ialeﾐdaヴ ┞eaヴ iﾐaﾐIial ヴesults aﾐd de┗elop pヴeﾏiuﾏ 
ヴate adjustﾏeﾐts foヴ the follo┘iﾐg ┞eaヴ ふヲヰヲヲぶ. We also ヴeIei┗e a foヴeIast oﾐ the Ioﾐstaﾐtl┞ iﾐIヴeasiﾐg dヴug pヴiIes, issues faIiﾐg the 
iﾐsuヴaﾐIe ﾏaヴketplaIe & Ihaﾐges to go┗eヴﾐﾏeﾐt pヴogヴaﾏs aﾐd ta┝es all of ┘hiIh afeIt ouヴ futuヴe Plaﾐ peヴfoヴﾏaﾐIe. Heヴe aヴe the 
ﾏeeiﾐg highlights:  • The ヲヰヲヰ results ┘eヴe o┗eヴall slightl┞ lo┘eヴ thaﾐ Hudgeted. QueHeI, Ceﾐtヴal aﾐd Westeヴﾐ Caﾐada ┘eヴe oﾐ oヴ just slightl┞ Heteヴ thaﾐ 

Hudget. The AtlaﾐiI Pヴo┗iﾐIes ┘eヴe o┗eヴ Hudget.  
• We Ioﾐiﾐue to Heﾐeit fヴoﾏ speIial pヴogヴaﾏs/iﾐiiai┗es iﾐtヴoduIed o┗eヴ the past ヵ ┞eaヴs to ヴeduIe adﾏiﾐistヴai┗e Iosts, pヴo┗iﾐIial 

ta┝es aﾐd aggヴessi┗el┞ ﾏaﾐage the Iost ヴelated iﾐtヴoduIioﾐ of ﾐe┘ high Iost dヴugs.  
• A Ioﾐiﾐuiﾐg IヴiiIal issue ha┗iﾐg a ﾏajoヴ iﾏpaIt to ouヴ aﾐﾐual Hudget aﾐd ヴe┗ie┘ed this ┞eaヴ agaiﾐ is the Iost of high Ilaiﾏaﾐts. High 

Ilaiﾏaﾐts aヴe those ┘ho Ilaiﾏ ﾏoヴe thaﾐ $ヱヰ,ヰヰヰ iﾐdi┗iduall┞ aﾐﾐuall┞ AND these ヱヶΒ people aIIouﾐt for $ヴ.ヱM or ヲヲ% of all 
Ilaiﾏsﾐaioﾐall┞:  
 Theヴe ┘eヴe soﾏe ﾏiﾐoヴ Ilaiﾏaﾐt addiioﾐs/ヴeduIioﾐs iﾐ QueHeI, Oﾐtaヴio aﾐd the West. Iﾐ the AtlaﾐiI Pヴo┗iﾐIes ho┘e┗eヴ, 

┘heヴe fe┘ pヴo┗iﾐIial dヴug assistaﾐIe pヴogヴaﾏs aヴe a┗ailaHle, the ﾐuﾏHeヴ of Ilaiﾏs ヴose H┞ ヱヲ oヴ ヲヰ%.  
 The AtlaﾐiI ヴegioﾐ aIIouﾐts foヴ ヴヲ% of all ﾐaioﾐal Plaﾐ high Ilaiﾏaﾐts. This totaled $ヱ.ΒヲM or ヴヱ% of ALL Ilaiﾏs for all 

AtlaﾐiI Regioﾐ ﾏeﾏHers. The AtlaﾐiI Pヴo┗iﾐIes pヴeﾏiuﾏ iﾐIヴeases eaIh ┞eaヴ aヴe dヴi┗eﾐ geﾐeヴall┞ H┞ this sﾏall ﾏeﾏHeヴ 
gヴoup.  

 The Ioﾏﾏitee looked Hヴiel┞ this ┞eaヴ at soﾏe a┗ailaHle opioﾐs to addヴess this IoﾐIeヴﾐiﾐg aヴea aﾐd ┘ill de┗elop pヴoposals iﾐ 
ヲヰヲヲ to poteﾐiall┞ ease this Ioﾐstaﾐtl┞ iﾐIヴeasiﾐg iﾐaﾐIial Huヴdeﾐ oﾐ the plaﾐ aﾐd its ﾏeﾏHeヴs.  

• This ┞eaヴ theヴe ┘ill He ﾐo Preﾏiuﾏ iﾐIrease foヴ all pヴo┗iﾐIes e┝Iept the AtlaﾐiI, ┘heヴe a liﾏited iﾐIヴease ┘ill He applied. QueHeI 
┘ill see a deIヴease Hased oﾐ lo┘eヴ high Ilaiﾏaﾐt pヴojeIioﾐs. With the e┝Iepioﾐ of AtlaﾐiI ふヲヰヲヱ/ヲヰヲヲぶ aﾐd BC ふヲヰヲヱぶ, theヴe ha┗e 
Heeﾐ esseﾐiall┞ ﾐo geﾐeヴal pヴeﾏiuﾏ iﾐIヴeases o┗eヴ ヴ ┞eaヴs. Iﾐ eaIh ┞eaヴ theヴe ha┗e Heeﾐ soﾏe posii┗e Plaﾐ ヴe┗isioﾐs/Heﾐeit 
iﾏpヴo┗eﾏeﾐts.  
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• The Plaﾐ Ioﾐiﾐues to He geﾐeヴall┞ iﾐaﾐIiall┞ seIure. The Ioﾐiﾐued loss of ﾏeﾏHeヴs due to d┘iﾐdliﾐg ﾐe┘ CN ヴeiヴees aﾐd 
iﾐIヴeasiﾐg aﾐﾐual peﾐsioﾐeヴ deaths is ヴesuliﾐg iﾐ aIIeleヴated agiﾐg of ouヴ peﾐsioﾐeヴ ﾏeﾏHeヴs aﾐd H┞ default Plaﾐ Iosts. We ﾐeed to 
He aIi┗el┞ addヴessiﾐg the aHo┗e IoﾐIeヴﾐs to eﾐsuヴe Ioﾐiﾐued Plaﾐ loﾐg teヴﾏ ┗iaHilit┞.  

• Theヴe is a ﾏajoヴ Plaﾐ Ihaﾐge oIIuヴヴiﾐg iﾐ QueHeI iﾐ ヲヰヲヱ/ヲヰヲヲ due to ヴe┗isioﾐs iﾐ the eligiHilit┞ foヴ CN peﾐsioﾐeヴs to joiﾐ the 
Go┗erﾐﾏeﾐt Drug prograﾏ RAMQ. As a ヴesult the uﾐdeヴ age ヶヵ Plaﾐ ┘ill He eliﾏiﾐated at ┞eaヴ eﾐd to allo┘ Iuヴヴeﾐt aﾐd ﾐe┘ uﾐdeヴ 
ヶヵ ヴeiヴees uﾐヴestヴiIted aIIess to the Go┗eヴﾐﾏeﾐt pヴogヴaﾏ aﾐd the ヴesultaﾐt sigﾐiiIaﾐt aﾐﾐual pヴeﾏiuﾏ sa┗iﾐgs.  

• Co┗id-ヱΓ Ioﾐiﾐues to afeIt ouヴ Plaﾐ iﾐ Ieヴtaiﾐ Heﾐeit aヴeas Hut ﾐot as sigﾐiiIaﾐtl┞ as ヲヰヲヰ. We Ioﾐiﾐue to ﾏoﾐitoヴ this ﾏoﾐthl┞.  
• We iﾐtヴoduIed a Mail Order PharﾏaI┞ opioﾐ a ┞eaヴ ago aﾐd ha┗e seeﾐ a stead┞ ヴise of ﾏeﾏHeヴs joiﾐiﾐg this pヴogヴaﾏ ふﾐot a┗ailaHle 

iﾐ QueHeIぶ. This opioﾐ pヴo┗ides sa┗iﾐgs to the ﾏeﾏHeヴ oﾐ lo┘eヴ pヴesIヴipt fees aﾐd dヴug Iosts aﾐd ┘ith iﾐIluded deli┗eヴ┞ to theiヴ 
addヴess.  

The CNPA Health Care Coﾏﾏitee teaﾏ ﾏeﾏHeヴs should He Ioﾏﾏeﾐded foヴ the e┝Ielleﾐt joH the┞ do adﾏiﾐisteヴiﾐg the Plaﾐ, 
addヴessiﾐg ﾏeﾏHeヴ IoﾐIeヴﾐs aﾐd ﾏakiﾐg tough Hut ﾐeIessaヴ┞ deIisioﾐs. 

“Only Up North” or “A Surprise Lunch” 
During my time in Gillam, fishing was one of my favourite pastimes. Like most avid 

fisherman, I have many stories and recollections (some true) of fishing in the north. 
Most have little connection to the railway, but I will leave it to the reader as to 
whether this is a fishing yarn or a railway story, or 
something else entirely. 
While pickerel and pike were accessible almost anywhere, it took a bit more 

effort to find a good brook trout location. On days off we would often walk the three 
or four miles to the CN bridge over the Nelson River and then another mile or so along the river to the 

mouth of Kettle Creek where the trout were plentiful and plump. On a hot day this could be an arduous hike 
especially the return trip. 
If our timing was right we would sometimes meet the CN section crew when we arrived back at the bridge, sit 

and have lunch with them and then get a ride back to town on their motorcar. We usually gave them our catch of 
the day as our cooking facilities were limited. It was crowded but it beat the long walk. Willie Massan was the 
foreman and he enjoyed telling us stories about hunting, fishing and other native lore. One day we mentioned to 
Willie that we had seen a groundhog at the bridge which was unusual as this is far north of their normal range. 
Willie said he had never seen one but would watch out for it. 
About a week later we made another trip to our trout fishing spot. The fishing was good. The Nelson River 

subspecies of brook trout is one of the largest in the world and while we didn’t get a monster, we had several two and 
three pounders. They gradually got heavier and heavier as we hiked out during the mid-afternoon. As luck would have 
it we met the section crew having tea at the bridge and they invited us to join them. Willie told us some stories about 
growing up with his family and living on the land during summer and fall. The crew had some sandwiches left over 
from their lunch and they offered a couple to us. They tasted pretty good and I thought maybe Willie had smoked some 
beef or maybe moose meat. 

I happened to ask him if he ever spotted the woodchuck we had seen last week. Willie looked over at me and gave 
me that sly old grin of his and said – you’re eating it right now. 

Well that was a surprise but just one of the many I enjoyed over the years up north. 

Gerry Fox 

Happ┞ ヱヰヰth Hirthda┞,  Gl┞ﾐﾐ L┞oﾐs  
A big Happy Birthday to our newest Edmonton Railvet Centenarian Glynn Lyons who turned 100 on September 21, 
2021.  
Glynn 's birthday was celebrated with a small family gathering with son Robert and daughter Penny to note the 
occasion.  
Sending best wishes but not in attendance were also 4 grandsons and one great grandson. 
Glynn's career with CN started in Rainy River, ON as a Call Boy in the roundhouse in 1938.  He transferred to the 
running trades working for many years as a trainman/conductor before moving into management as a Trainmaster in 
Winnipeg in 1970. After also working in Sioux Lookout , he then moved to Toronto and into Labour Relations. From 
there the family again moved to Jasper where he was the Asst. Superintendent from 1974-78.  Lastly it was on to 
Edmonton and his last posting was as Sr. Transportation Officer till his retirement in 1986. Per Glynn his 48 years 
with CN "was long and enjoyable" as has been his 35 years of retirement which has been filled with golf, friendships 
and family. Congratulations Glynn! 
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I was responsible for "buying" a large proportion of the government grain hopper fleet.  

It should be noted that the bulk of the brown and yellow fleet as well as all the red and black cars were 
purchased by the federal government. The Canadian Wheat Board acquired a smaller number of brown and yellow 
cars. The provinces of Saskatchewan and Alberta also bought some cars. The brown and yellow scheme was chosen by 
Otto Lang, then Minister Responsible for the Canadian Wheat Board, as being non-partisan. The red and black 
scheme was chosen by Senator Argue, a later Minister 
Responsible for the Canadian Wheat Board. 

The steel hoppers were put into service very quickly 
and were praised at the time for their greater capacity and 
lower center of gravity with their four unloading hoppers. 
Initial problems were experienced both on the prairies and 
at the ports. On the prairies the country elevators had to 
be modified with higher loading spouts.  A number of 
elevator managers fell into the hoppers through the top 
hatches and could not get out on their own. We solved this 
by putting a grating over the opening. At the ports some 
difficulty was experienced in opening the discharge 
gates.  Some gates had to be cut off to allow unloading. 
Eventually the gates were modified to a more satisfactory 
system which could be operated with mechanical 
assistance. 

One of the problems experienced with the steel 
hoppers was harmonic motion. The distance between the 
leading wheel of the front truck and the leading wheel of the rear truck was forty feet. This was the same as the rail 
lengths used at the time - before extensive use of continuous welded rail.  With rail joints staggered a dangerous 
harmonic motion could develop. For this reason trains which had these cars in the consist could not be operated 
between 18 mph and 22 mph (I believe this was the range). Engineers were only allowed to accelerate or decelerate 
their trains through this speed range. There was another danger range around 60-70 mph I believe. For similar 

reasons CNR would not allow these hoppers to be used on the 
line to Churchill, which was always difficult because much of 
it was laid on permafrost. This was why the federal 
government agreed to renovate a number of 40 foot boxcars for 
use on the line to Churchill. 

The aluminum hopper cars were built for CNR which had a 
large mileage of lines with 60 pound rail.  The CPR Prairie 
lines were all with 85 pound steel and did not need these cars. 
The aluminum cars were only built by National Steel Car in 
Hamilton, Ont., which had the ability to weld aluminum. The 
first large batch was built straight off the drawing board and 
went successfully into service. There was an initial problem 
with cracking around the top hatches which was resolved by 
shortening the hatches by a couple of feet.  

The government cars were built in several orders.  We 
obtained prices and delivery from the three suppliers, 
National Steel Car, Hamilton, Ont., MIL, Sorel, Que., and 

Trenton, NS., In each case the cabinet chose to spread the order rather than choosing the lowest cost from one 
manufacturer. 

One of the pleasures of my job at that time was to attend the sample car inspections.  At the commencement of 
each order the manufacturer would complete one car and the railway mechanical people would go over that car in fine 
detail to ensure that it conformed to the plans. The car was then kept at the plant so that if there were any problems 
later on in the production process these could be verified by reference to the approved  model. I am attaching two 
pictures I took at Hamilton in August 1982. 

Colin Churcher 


